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 c
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g
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, th

e
o

lo
g

ic
a

l w
o

rd
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a
n

d
 d

o
c
trin
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s
 a
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 u
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o
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n
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c
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 p
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a
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b
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in
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ta

b
lis

h
e

d
 a
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is

 
s
ta

g
e

. T
h

e
 im

p
o

rta
n

t th
in

g
 is

 n
o

t 
w

h
a

t y
o

u
 te

ll th
e

 p
e

rs
o

n
 b

u
t th

e
ir 

e
x
p

e
rie

n
c
e

 o
f y

o
u

 b
e
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g

 a
 

C
h
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tia

n
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tiv
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h

ild
h
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o

d
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n
d
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a
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d
o
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s
c
e

n
c
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 S
to

rie
s
, e

x
p

e
rie

n
c
e

s
 o

f a
w

e
 a

n
d

 
m

y
s
te

ry
, fe

e
lin

g
s
 a

n
d

 re
lig

io
u

s
 

e
x
p

e
rie

n
c
e

 c
o

m
b

in
e

 to
 g

iv
e

 a
 

s
e

n
s
e

 o
f b

e
lo

n
g

in
g

. M
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f 

th
e

 fa
ith

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 a

re
 

o
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 a

n
d

 c
o

p
ie

d
. W

h
a

t th
e

y
 

s
a

y
 is

 im
p

o
rta

n
t. C

re
a

tiv
e

 
a

c
tiv

itie
s
 a

n
d

 s
h

a
rin

g
 h

e
lp

 to
 

d
e

e
p

e
n

 fa
ith

. T
h

e
re

 is
 a

 s
tro

n
g

 
n

e
e

d
 to

 b
e

lo
n

g
, to

 p
a

rtic
ip

a
te

 
a

n
d

 to
 id

e
n

tify
 w

ith
 th

e
 

c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 o

f fa
ith

. 

O
w

n
e

d
 o

r M
a

tu
re

 F
a

ith
 

(E
a

rly
 a

d
u

lth
o

o
d

) 
 T

h
is

 is
 a

 c
o

m
b

in
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 

A
ffilia

tiv
e

 a
n

d
 S

e
a

rc
h

in
g

 s
ty

le
s
 o

f 
fa

ith
. P

e
o

p
le

 n
o

w
 w

a
n

t to
 p

u
t 

th
e

ir fa
ith

 in
to

 s
o

c
ia

l a
n

d
 

p
e

rs
o

n
a

l a
c
tio

n
, to

 s
ta

n
d

 u
p

 fo
r 

w
h

a
t th

e
y
 b

e
lie

v
e

. T
h

e
y
 a

re
 

s
e

c
u

re
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 b
e

 o
p

e
n

 to
 

o
th

e
r p

o
in

ts
 o

f v
ie

w
. O

w
n

e
d

 fa
ith

 
is

 e
n

ric
h

e
d

 a
n

d
 d

e
v
e

lo
p

e
d

 b
y
 th

e
 

c
h

a
lle

n
g

e
 o

f d
iffe

re
n

t 
p

e
rs

p
e

c
tiv

e
s
 o

n
 th

e
 tru

th
. P

e
o

p
le

 
n

o
w

 fin
d

 n
e

w
 m

e
a

n
in

g
 in

 a
n

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 s

to
ry

, s
y
m

b
o

l a
n

d
 ritu

a
l. 

S
e
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rc

h
in

g
 F

a
ith

 
(L

a
te

 a
d

o
le

s
c
e

n
c
e

) 
 T

h
is

 is
 a

 tim
e

 o
f q

u
e

s
tio

n
in

g
, 

d
o

u
b

tin
g

, e
x
p

e
rim

e
n

tin
g

 w
ith

 
o

th
e

r id
e

a
s
 a

n
d

 fin
d

in
g

 
a

lte
rn

a
tiv

e
 s

u
g

g
e

s
tio

n
s
 a

n
d

 
e

x
p

la
n

a
tio

n
s
. E

le
m

e
n

ts
 o

f d
o

u
b

t 
a

n
d

 c
ritic

a
l ju

d
g

m
e

n
t a

re
 

e
s
s
e

n
tia

l to
 th

e
 d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t o

f a
 

p
e

rs
o

n
a

l fa
ith

 th
a

t re
p

la
c
e

s
 

e
x
p

re
s
s
io

n
s
 o

f fa
ith

 b
o

rro
w

e
d

 
fro

m
 o

th
e

r p
e

o
p

le
. 
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N
o
t so

 m
u
ch

 a
 sta

g
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a
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 p
re

-sta
g
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. T

h
e
 

fo
u
n
d
a
tio

n
s fo

r fa
ith

 

a
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 h
e
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 la
id

 d
o
w

n
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e
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a
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x
p
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ce
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o
f b

e
in

g
 p

ic
k
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d
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p
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n
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n
u
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d
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h
e
n
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fo
rm

e
d
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n
o
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g
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n
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e
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g
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a
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e
 a

re
 lo

v
e
d
 in

to
 

b
e
in

g
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1 U
no

rdered o
r Im

p
ression

istic  

A
t th

is stage
 a ch

ild
’s rela

tively 
uninhib

ited
 im

agina
tion

 yields a 
chaos of pow

e
rfu

l im
ages. A

s 
thinking is in

tuitive
 and ep

isod
ic, 

reality is perce
ived a

s a
 scrapbook 

of im
pre

ssions, ba
rely orde

red 
logica

lly. S
ym

bols are
 view

ed
 

m
agica

lly and trea
ted as being

 
w

hat they repre
sent. T

he po
w

erfu
l 

sym
bols of C

h
ristian expe

rience
, 

tradition and
 litu

rgy can
 contribu

te 
deep and lasting im

ages in
 th

is 
stage. S

o
 it m

ay be
 tha

t children
 

w
ho a

re excluded fro
m

 
experiencing ritual and sacram

en
t 

alongside
 adult C

hristians, on
 the

 
grounds tha

t ‘they don
’t yet 

understand
’, are be

ing cut off from
 

a vital fo
rm

 of nourishm
en

t. 
D

ependable
, structured

 paren
ting

 
continues to

 be crucia
l a

t th
is 

stage. 

2 O
rde

ring 

A
t th

is stage
 the

 ind
ividua

l’s po
w

er to
 

think, to un
ify experience and

 to
 trace 

patterns of cause
 and e

ffect enab
les 

her to
 orde

r her experience
. S

to
ry-

telling
 is im

portant, including
 te

lling 
the story of the

 C
h

ristian
 com

m
unity 

to w
hich

 the
 child

 or adu
lt be

longs. 
‘T

rue stories’ are
 no

w
 d

istinguished 
from

 othe
rs; but w

e
 are

 alw
ays ‘in’ the

 
story rathe

r than ‘outside
’ it, and

 have 
no vie

w
poin

t fro
m

 w
hich to co

m
pare 

and criticize
 sto

rie
s. P

eop
le a

t this 
stage are

 very m
u

ch ‘belonge
rs’. (W

e 
m

ay re
call ho

w
 jun

ior school aged 
child

ren a
re so

 keen to be
long to a

 
club o

r group
; and

 ho
w

 their se
lf-

im
age

 is to
 a large

 exten
t constitu

ted 
by such be

longing
.) B

y this stage
 

individuals have
 achieved

 a m
easure

 
of sim

p
le, concre

te pe
rspective-

taking
, ove

rcom
ing the egocen

tricity 
of the

 sm
aller child. 

3 C
on

form
ing 

T
he ability to think abstractly has fully 

developed by now
, and

 the
re is a

 ne
w

 
capacity fo

r (m
u

tual, inte
rpersona

l) 
perspective-taking

, as the
 adole

scent or 
adult begins to

 see h
im

- o
r herself as 

others do
. Inte

rpersona
l rela

tionsh
ips 

are no
w

 very significant. W
ha

t ou
r peers 

think and say is rega
rded as particu

larly 
im

portant. B
u

t the sa
m

e is true
 of othe

r 
‘sign

ifican
t o

thers’, including
 paren

ts, 
teachers—

and
 som

e
tim

es chu
rch 

leaders. H
ow

eve
r rebelliou

s w
e m

ay 
view

 ourse
lves to

 be, at th
is stage w

e 
are actua

lly little (or, if adult, big
) 

conform
ists. ‘It is a tim

e o
f go

ing
 w

ith
 a 

particula
r faith-current or fa

ith
-cro

w
d. 

T
he ability to reason in a

 new
 and m

ore
 

pow
erful w

ay, w
h

ich is a
 key fea

ture o
f 

this stage
, p

rovides us w
ith

 exciting 
opportunities for m

ore
 abstract teach

ing
 

and discussion
. T

he scope o
f this 

rem
ain

s lim
ited, how

eve
r, because the 

circle o
f peop

le to w
hom

 w
e re

la
te still 

does so m
uch to p

rovide
 our m

ean
ing-

m
aking

, and
 w

e
 are

 la
rgely unaw

a
re o

f 
that p

rocess. T
hose

 w
ho

 are
 at th

is 
stage are

 not ye
t ab

le adequa
tely to

 
refle

ct on their be
lie

fs and
 value

s, or the 
w

ay in w
h

ich these a
re he

ld. S
o

 w
hen 

view
s are

 challenged
 w

e
 m

ay respond
 

very de
fensive

ly, w
ithout rea

lly kno
w

ing
 

w
hy. 

4 C
hoosing 

T
he transition to th

is stage can
 be long and

 
traum

a
tic, taking m

any yea
rs o

f strugg
le. W

e
 

need to be
 very sensitive he

re, allo
w

ing
 

people space
 to

 gro
w

 ou
t o

f S
tage 3

 ‘faithing
’ 

into
 th

is ne
w

 w
ay of m

ean
ing-m

aking
. N

o
w

, I 
am

 ab
le to take a

 ‘3
rd person’ perspective

 
from

 w
h

ich
 to

 evalua
te m

y o
w

n
 beliefs and 

relationsh
ips, as I d

istance m
yself fro

m
 m

y 
previous value

 system
. N

ow
 ‘I can no longer 

tolera
te ha

ving
 m

y fa
ith

 at second hand
. I 

m
ust know

 w
ho

 I am
 fo

r m
yself, w

hen I a
m

 
not be

ing de
fined

 by m
y rela

tionsh
ips w

ith
 

other peop
le.’ B

e
lie

fs and va
lues that 

previously w
ere

 ra
ther unexam

ined can
 now

 
be delibera

tely adopted
. F

or the
 first tim

e
 I 

explicitly and consciously take cha
rge o

f, and 
accept responsib

ility for, m
y co

m
m

itm
ents, 

evaluations and
 w

o
rld

vie
w

. A
t th

is stage faith 
can becom

e
 m

y ow
n

.  
T

he certa
inties of the

 person
 w

ho
 is at th

is 
stage arise

 fro
m

 and
 con

tribu
te to h

is or her 
new

found
 autono

m
y and

 m
a

turity. T
h

is can
 

be seen as the
 beginn

ing o
f a

 true ‘adult 
faith’. B

ut the
re a

re dange
rs he

re, including
 

that o
f an

 ‘arid over-in
te

llectualism
…

 a
 

conceited
 autono

m
y’, and

 an un
realistic 

sense of independence
. T

he
re is a

lso a
 

tendency to ca
rica

ture
 the

 fa
ith

 of othe
rs in 

order to justify one
’s o

w
n tru

th, and an
 

oversim
plifying, e

ither/or dete
rm

ination to 
create a

 tidy fa
ith

. T
h

is m
ay result in 

collapsing the inevitab
le pa

radoxes and
 

tensions w
ith

in
 our be

lief-syste
m

. 

5 Inclusive 
M

any adu
lts are

 conten
t w

ith S
tage 4

 fa
ith

ing, 
but othe

rs find that the
ir de

sire to reso
lve

 the
 

tensions and to strive for cla
rification is 

becom
ing

 a psycho
log

ical burden
. S

uch peop
le

 
m

ay be
 heading

 for a fifth stage o
f faith that is 

characterized
 by a

 m
uch

 grea
ter openne

ss to, 
and m

utua
lity w

ith
, o

ther w
o

rld
vie

w
s and

 
perspectives. T

his fa
ith

 stage is a
 m

a
rked 

developm
en

t from
 the

 m
o

re rig
id conce

rns for 
defin

ition and
 conceptua

l cla
rity that are

 so 
characteristic of S

tage
 4. 

T
his stage is a

 m
o

re ba
lanced and

 inclusive 
style

 of fa
ith

. It sho
w

s a
 w

ay of kno
w

ing
 tha

t 
keeps in

 tension the pa
radoxes and

 po
larities o

f 
faith, allow

ing u
s to live

 w
ith a

m
bigu

ity in
 our 

m
eaning-syste

m
. T

hese peop
le a

re truly—
but 

discrim
inatingly—

open to o
ther people

 and their 
view

po
ints; they recogn

ize that truth
 is too

 
com

plex and m
any-sided for it to be

 adequate
ly 

ordered fro
m

 any one pe
rspective. ‘T

h
is pe

rson 
is w

illing
 to

 engage the o
ther and to be

 
changed by the o

ther in
 a w

ay that w
as no

t 
possible

 befo
re.’ S

uch
 people

 also
 recogn

ize
 

that reason need
s to be

 supple
m

ented
 by o

ther 
w

ays o
f kno

w
ing reality (especia

lly in
tuition

), 
and that our in

stru
m

ents of coherence
 and 

clarity are
 too

 blun
t to w

ork the
 ra

w
 m

ate
ria

ls o
f 

faith adequa
tely. T

he
 capacity for se

lf-criticism
, 

self-questioning
 and se

lf-doubt deve
lops fully. 

T
his stage o

ften
 resu

lts from
 our coping

 w
ith

 
failure

 and/or our living w
ith the con

sequences 
of earlier decisions. It is often chara

cterized
 by 

a new
 hum

ility and a
 fu

ller recogn
ition o

f our 
inevitable

 in
terdependence

. 

6 S
e

lfless 
T

his w
ay o

f be
ing in fa

ith
 is 

essentia
lly a

 relinqu
ishing

 
and transcending

 of self.  
‘S

uch
 peop

le o
ften

 go 
out to

 transfo
rm

 the
 w

o
rld

. 
A

nd they o
ften

 die
 in the 

attem
p

t.’ 
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T
his concep

t w
as adop

ted in
 the

 report: U
nde

rstand
ing C

hristian
 N

urture
 as a

 distinguish
ing 

feature
 of a faith-foste

ring
 m

a
instream

 church
. It cou

ld be
 defined a

s an a
ttitude

 tha
t refuses to

 
exclude any idea

, concept or be
lief w

ithou
t first offering an

 honest a
nd disce

rning
 exam

ination 
of its ‘con

tent’. It a
lso

 m
eans (I think) that the

 exam
iner is open to h

is or he
r o

w
n po

sition
 being

 
m

oved as a re
sult o

f the exp
lora

tion
 of new

 or diffe
rent ideas and values. T

his perspective
 w

ill 
usually be m

arked
 by a

 respect for the
 vie

w
s of othe

rs, w
he

ther or not tho
se view

s are
 

em
braced o

r incorpo
rated

 in
to one

’s o
w

n
.  

Ja
m

e
s F

o
w

le
r’s a

n
d
 Jo

h
n
 W

e
ste

rh
o
ff’s S

ta
g
e
s o

f F
a
ith

 D
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t 

…
 children

 possess natura
lly the essen

tial ele
m

ents fo
r having faith

. T
he kingdom

 of G
od is first perce

ived in
 

the w
orld ch

ild
ren kno

w
 be

st. C
hildren

, there
fore, have

 as m
uch to offer adults as adu

lts have to o
ffe

r them
—

perhaps m
o

re. A
s pa

rents, w
e a

re no
t re

sponsib
le to g

ive
 our ch

ildren fa
ith

; faith is a
 gift from

 G
od

 given to 
both us and our ch

ild
ren. W

e a
re ca

lled
 to

 live
 fa

ith
fully in

 childlike
 w

ays w
ith

 our children
 so that w

e
 both

 m
ight 

know
 the g

ift o
f faith and

 live
 in

 its g
race. 

O
ur responsibility is not to

 offer ou
r ch

ildren in
form

a
tion

, ad
vice

 or guidance. B
u

t children
 do dese

rve a
 response

 to
 

their questions; an
 affirm

a
tion

 of the
ir quest. W

e
 need to he

lp
 the

m
 com

e into
 touch

 w
ith

 the
 struggle

s, pains, doub
ts 

and insecu
rities the

ir questions revea
l. T

he m
o

st profound
 question

s of life
 have no

 answ
ers; each

 only opens ne
w

 
questions tha

t lead even
 deeper in

to the unspea
kable

 m
ystery of a

nd ultim
ate

ly to the m
yste

ry o
f G

od.  
W

hat ou
r ch

ild
ren a

re rea
lly asking is fo

r us to
 revea

l and
 share

 ourselves and
 our fa

ith
, no

t to p
rovide

 dogm
a

tic 
answ

ers…
 Y

ou see
, it is in the re

la
tionsh

ip be
tw

een
 us during

 our shared quest tha
t G

od
 is revea

led. 


